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Trinity Lutheran Church and New Parish House 


Albert Lea, Minnesota 
: 
This new parish house, dedicated in February, provides rooms for seventeen classes. It is a 62 by 71 


st structure with two floors and a recreation room in the basement. The cost of the parish house, fully 
uipped, was $115,000. 
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News and Notes 


In the articles by Pastor F.W. Thom- 
sen on South America we made the 
mistake of leaving out article four. In 
order to have the series complete, we 
carry article four this time on page 4. 


Pastor Fred Jacobsen 


Albert Lea, Minn., Pastor Fred Ja- 
cobsen. Members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church are happy to use the new fa- 
cilities in the Parish House which was 
recently erected and dedicated to the 
spreading of 'God’s Kingdom among us. 

The building was erected primarily 
to provide additional classroom space 
for our Sunday school. 

Our parish worker, Miss Doris Krog- 
stad, has her desk in the church office 
which adjoins Rev. Jacobsen’s study. 
A walk-in safe for preserving church 
records is located in the church office. 
Ample cabinet space is provided on 
two walls of the office. The pastor’s 
study is finished in Philippine mahoga- 
ny and has a cork floor. The room has 
been tastefully furnished and provides 
a place for private pastoral conferen- 
ces. 


The choir room is planned so that 
the choirs can walk directly into the 
church from the choir room. Ample 
storage space for music and gowns is 
provided. A nursery guild has been 
organized to care for small children 
during services in the nursery which 


is located on the first floor. Also on 
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the first floor is a room which has 
been called the Fireside Room. This 
room is intended for small group 
meetings, and has a fireplace at one 
end and a kitchenette at the other. 
Luther League activities will be car- 
ried on in the basement recreation 
room which will also accommodate 
Sunday school classes. This room also 
has a fireplace and Leaguers will be 
able to play shuffleboard and ping- 


pong. 


San Francisco, Calif. Pastor Spener 
Petersen. Ansgar congregation looks 
back upon the past year with gratitude 
and thanksgiving to God, who has 
prospered and blessed it in great meas- 
ure. Many improvements and changes 
have taken place during the last 
twelve months, the greatest being the 
complete redecoration of both the ex- 
terior and the interior of the church 
building, at a cost of $9,000. The beau- 
tiful and worshipful appearance of our 
Sanctuary now is a tribute to those 
who gave so generously to make it 
possible. The rededication of the 
church took place during the celebra- 
tion of Ansgar’s Golden Jubilee, Sep- 
tember 27, 1953, a most successful and 
joyous occasion, climaxed by a jubilee 
banquet on Sunday afternoon, attended 
by 250 members and friends. 

At our congregational “Family Nights,” 
held one Sunday each month, good use 
is made of our new 16mm motion pic- 
ture projector, acquired during the 
past year. The fine films shown have 
proven to be real assets in our fellow- 
ship and devotion. Also, a new 35mm 
slide and film strip projector has been 
purchased by the Sunday school to be 
used as a teaching aid in its program 
of Christian Education for our chil- 
dren. 


An increased and expanded financial 
program was decided upon at the an- 
nual meeting, including a raise in sal- 
ary for the Organist-Director, Janitor, 
and a $600 per year increase for the 
pastor. Hand in hand with the increas- 
ing financial health of the congrega- 
tion, a growing spirit of affection and 
genuine interest for the welfare of the 
church is noted with great joy and 
gratitude by pastor and members alike. 
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Attendance has greatly increaset 
become more regular, 20 new 
bers have been welcomed intc 
congregation, and a real sense ¢ 
operation is evident in all org 
tions of the church. We thank Gi 
His love and goodness, and pray 
He will continue to bless us as H 
in the past year. 


SIDELINE OBSERVATIOD 
By A. V. Neve 

It is interesting to sit on the 
lines and make observations. I 
observed some interesting action: 
reactions in the negotiations anc 
cussions of the proposed church 
ger. By these negotiations and 
cussions some important issues 
been clarified. 


I read with much interest the 
Union Committee’s Report on . 
and Organization. As I see it, w 
proposed is a happy medium be 
a too strong centralized church 
ernment and a too weak decentr 
church government. There are 
and balances. 


And I am happy to note the 
itual motivation which is clearly 
fest in the report. I visualize 
spiritual benefits from the mers 
parish education, youth work, 
camp work, home missions, f 
missions, higher Christian educ 
etc. But as we dream about tk 
ture merged Church, we must | 
guard that we do not live in anu 
Effective church work to the glor 
honor of God will always be de 
the local congregations. No ¢ 
body is any stronger than its loca 
gregations. 

I am in favor of the four-way 
ger. I greatly regret that it is 
five-way merger. I sincerely hop 
pray that the Augustana Lut 
Church will reconsider and retu 
participate in the merger negotiz 
It is my honest conviction that i 
be a distinct loss not to have thi 
gustana Lutheran Church in 
merged church. The mergers of ¢ 
bodies have been likened to a 
riage. The analogy is well take 
sometimes a man must woo and 
a girl a long time before he get 
consent. It will pay for all conc 
to woo Augustana. We cannot aff 
let somebody else get her. 
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litorials and Comments 
JORE NOTES ON THE PROPOSED MERGER 

the last issue Pastor Henry N. Hansen had an in- 
ing article on the proposed merger. We agree with 
that some provisions should be made by which this 
be discussed in our synod. Perhaps the pastors in 
ndifferent districts could gather in circuit meetings 
discuss it. And certainly it would be well if each 
ior had one or two laymen along to such a meeting. 


may also seem that Pastor Hansen is right that the 
aller bodies in the merger will give up more than 
wo bigger bodies. However, as we have attended 
ine merger meetings, we are not at all certain that 
sen is right in that. First of all, each body will have 
five up certain things they cherish, The A.L.C. 
mmber of times spoke about things they cherished 
on which they had to compromise. And so did the 


be agree with Hansen that the Trinity Seminary will 
function after the merger. That will seemingly be a 
But will it? Will the students in the future miss 
We do not believe so. The future theological stu- 
ks will take their place in the new church and be 
xed at the seminaries of that church without any 
tion. . And certainly our professors will get some 
=ion in the new church teaching if they want to. 

& to Dana College we admit that we have a weak 
there. If we had a strong college with some four 
ed students, things might seem different. How- 
,, it is our conviction, which we base on conversa- 
5 with the men who made the “blueprint” of the 
church, that Dana will be preserved in some way. 
ce is even a possibility it might be moved to Cali- 
aja. What more could we expect? 


astor Hansen also mentions the size of the districts. 
‘by comparing them with the present E.L.C. districts 
ido not find any reason to worry about their size. 
districts with the most baptized members are rather 
1 geographically. It should not be too difficult for a 
ime man to look after 392 congregations if they are 
ted in a state not larger than Iowa. The U.L.C.A. 
.vided into synods instead of districts. It has three 
»ds which are much larger than the largest districts 
»osed in the new church. And, if the districts should 
re to be too big, it will not be so difficult to make 
smaller. A fairly large district has no little value 
ne colleges within its boundary. 
er the older men in the U.E.L.C. a merger may seem 
=a loss. They still have dreams about Danish heri- 
. But our congregations are rapidly becoming com- 
aly Americanized. The only thing left in many con- 
ations is a translated form of morning worship and 
some of the translated hymns we sing. But these 
ms will not be lost. And congregations will have 
liberty to use their preferred form of liturgy. 
it no doubt when the new hymnbook appears this 
gradually be introduced in all the congregations. 
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Gradually we are getting away from the old German, 
Norwegian, and Danish views because our members are 
being drawn in from the ordinary American people, 
who do not have these backgrounds. 

And as far as our Danish heritage is concerned it is 
up to the individuals to preserve some of that and bring 
good things from Denmark to America in an American 
dress. It is the only way it can be done. And it is being 
done—not so much by us, we are sorry to say—but by 
others. We can think of the works of Soren Kierkegaard 
and even Grundtvig, which are being translated by men 
of different denominations in America. 

The longer we attended the merger meetings where 
the leaders of the present four bodies were present, the 
more we became convinced that we belong together. 

Then in conclusion: We believe that we shall gain 
much more than we shall lose. The fact is that it is not 
easy to be as small as we are and work effectively. We 
can think of three things: 1. It is difficult for us to keep 
a good college going. 2. At present we do not have a 
single independent foreign mission; we have mission- 
aries in Japan, Santalistan, Sudan, Colombia, but we 
cooperate with larger bodies in each case. And 3. Cer- 
tainly in the field of parish literature and church papers 
we find it rather difficult to do good work at present. 

Merger among the Lutherans is inevitable. We be- 
lieve that the present merger will be a good one. Of 
course, there will be difficulties, but no more than we 
have now. Christ never said that the church should 
not have difficulties. 

A final remark is this: Those who wanted an even 
bigger merger than the present one should know how 
much work it entailed to make the present blueprint. 
We believe we can thank God for it. 


RSV BIBLE SALES PASS 2,500,000 MARK 


The Pulpit Bible, newest edition of the Revised Stan- 
dard version, released March 1, has already passed the 
2,000 mark in advance sales, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, dean 
emeritus of Yale Divinity School and chairman of the 
Standard Bible Committee, has announced. With 2,- 
647,000 copies of the various RSV editions sold since the 
original edition came off the press 17 months ago, the 
acceptance and use of the RSV Bible is reflected in cur- 
rent publishers’ sales figures, Dr. Weigle declared. 

Sales of the Illustrated Edition of the RSV Bible which 
came out in January have already reached 222,000 copies, 
he announced, while sales of the RSV New Testament 
which appeared in 1947, have passed 2,500,000. 

“It is fortunate,” Dr. Weigle stated, “that at a time 
when people need so desperately the Word of God, we 
are securing revisions of translations which make that 
Word understandable and clear to people generally. 
Democracy depends on faith in God,” he pointed out; 
“therefore we do not want the Word of God to be the 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


SKETCHES FROM A SUMMER IN COLOMBIA 
By F. W. Thomsen 


IV. Magangue. 

From the deck early in the morning there was a view 
of a vast wilderness, broken here and there by small 
villages and now and then by a larger city. The inhabi- 
tants of these river communities—and, indeed, of all of 
Colombia—are more than sixty per cent illiterate. 

* 

And it came to pass when Jesus had made an end 
of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed 
thence to preach in their cities. 

This vast continent of which I have seen so little needs 
disciples, prayers and means. If most towns and cities 
in the United States are overchurched, which they are, 
this surely is not the case here. If the Christian church 
is to be a light in this world, and the purpose of Christ’s 
coming was to establish the Kingdom of God, here is 
work to do. 

* 

The evening of the second day we docked at Magangue 
for two hours to load and unload people and cargo. We 
went ashore, weaving our way through the crowd rush- 
ing to get on board; there was no order, the moment the 
vessel docked the gangplank was glutted with embark- 
ers and debarkers. Among those rushing to get on 
board were hawkers with candy, cigarettes, trinkets, 
live chickens, cheese—a smelly cheese similar to Danish 
knapost, but much stronger. In spite of the throng, we 
finally made it to the shore. The city is built on the 
river bank, where booths of the market place stand. The 
stench and filth that the poorer classes live in is hard 
to describe. Of all kaleidoscopic conglomerations of filth, 
flies, fine fabrics, china, rich and poor, carts, goats, bus- 
es and donkeys, the public market is hard to surpass. 

We were walking along and suddenly Arnfeld stopped 
short. A radio was blaring loudly from a second story 
window. People stopped talking and listened as they 
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sat in their little candle-lit booths or stood chatting 
the street. A news broadcaster was making an ap 
to the guerillas to surrender their arms to the new § 
ernment leader. If they were willing, they were prj 
ised that efforts would be made to get jobs for them 
that they could return to their homes and lead nor} 
lives again. The new president, Rojas Pinilla, form¢ 
general of the army, had taken over the government 
a military coup without shedding a drop of blood, a 
ousting the evil tyrant, Laureano Gomez. The key wa 
of Pinilla’s platform are peace and justice. He is a C 
servative and, although a Catholic, he is trying hard 
promote a democratic spirit in Colombia. Capus Wa 
American ambassador, suggested that Protestants in| 
merica give Pinilla a vote of confidence and also ¢ 
gested the idea of prayer for the administration. | 
Morck, my missionary friend, said that it is hard f¢ 
people who are not enlightened to control the freed 
of democracy. The Catholic system, which is the de 
nating power, is basically a dictatorial force, subjec} 
the people and ruling them through the priests. 
though wearing gold crosses and medallions, these } 
ple live in darkness. They’re suppressed, and yet se 
some light as their souls seek God on bended knee 
fore Cathedral altars. There are many Evangelicals 
Protestants, but the first religious group to set foot 
South America was Catholic. They have reached | 
and built thousands of churches, but they have 
sought to liberate either the economy or the souls of 
people. | 
Sailing up the river once more we saw the blue An 
in the far distance and were reminded of the 121st Pse 
“T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whe 
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, wh 
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot 
be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber.” 


WHAT’S THE RUSH? 
By Frands Scriba 


“Whew, that preacher must have been in a hurry 
about something this morning. Either he was in a hurry 
to go someplace after service, or some kind of a bug 
must have been biting him.” 

“What are you talking about, Mother?” 

“Well, instead of driving so many miles downtown to 
the church where we went before we moved out here, I 
thought I would visit that new Lutheran Church over 
on Poplar Street. If we could feel at home there, it 
would be so much easier for us to get to Sunday school 
and service, and all of us could take a more active part 
in all of the activity of the church.” 

“Did you like it?” 

“The people certainly seemed to be friendly and cor- 
dial, and quite a few of them spoke to me and invited 
me to come again. I wish that more of the people in 


our home church would act that way toward visit 
It would really help in many ways. I am sure that m 
people would come back.” 

“But what was it that you said about the past 
Didn’t you like him?” 

“Oh, yes, I really think that he is nice enough. 
least he seemed that way when I met him at the de 
But I just didn’t like something about the way that 
conducted the service. I got the feeling that he was 1 
ing to get through with it as soon as possible. I h 
never liked it when the service drags or when they s 
the hymns as if they were mournful funeral songs, 
I do like to be able to take part in the Confession 
Faith so that it is meaningful to me. I know it : 
enough so that I do not have to use the book in or 

(Continued on page 13) 
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THE BREACH WIDENS 


jout two weeks ago we received 
ok which bore the curious title, 
HSee Peter,” to which was append- 
ae subtitle, “A Lutheran Minister’s 
i 
) 


ey to the Eternal City.” It was 
orted to be the work of the Rev. 
tard Baumann, a Lutheran pastor 
‘reiburg, Germany, who made a 
image to Rome in 1950. From be- 
ng to end, despite the evangelical 
that is sounded from time to time, 
tpook appears to be a plea for re- 
with the Church of Rome. With 
a plea no sincere Christian of 
se, could possibly find fault, ex- 
that Baumann—whoever he is— 
ridently ready to unite on Rome’s 
terms, including a return to Mari- 
y, acceptance of the Pope as 
st’s Vicar on earth, and agreement 
the Roman teaching concerning 
elebration of the Mass. 


——a 


rom two other Augustana pastors 
save learned that they too received 
olume, which makes us suspect 
-it has been sent to all the Luther- 
llergy in the land. Who is paying 
this costly piece of propaganda, 
an only surmise. The letter ac- 
Manying it was signed by ‘“Su- 
e Jobert’” — whoever she is — and 
it came an eloquent plea for 

“That the sheep should be div- 
into many folds is surely not the 
1 of Christ,” said the writer. 


1is incident is more _ significant 

most Protestants probably sus- 

Evidences are multiplying on 
ry hand that the Church of Rome 
Hesignated 1954 as a “Marian Year” 
only for the purpose of deifying 
‘mother of Christ in the eyes of 
_anists, but also to urge spiritual 
political unity of the western 
.d under the “patronage of Mary.” 


aus the Rt. Rev. John J. Wright, 
op of Worcester, recently told the 
jal meeting of the Mariological So- 
7 of America in Washington, D.C., 
“the free nations can make great 
les under the spiritual patronage 
e Blessed Virgin,” and suggested 
if her aid is invoked on behalf of 
movement toward international or- 
~zation, similar benefits might be 
wed. 


‘1 of this sounds as though the 
‘an hierarchy is actively engaged 
womoting political and military al- 
ses among the free nations, and is 
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ready to bestow its blessing on such 
“arrangements,” provided, of course, 
they are to Rome’s advantage. Such 
political maneuvers have been typical 
of Jesuitical intrigue through the cen- 
turies. 


Another Roman prelate, the Most 
Rev. Daniel Ivancho, Apostolic Exarch 
of Pittsburgh according to the Greek 
rite, told a gathering at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington that the Marian Year is 
a “particularly fruitful time” in which 
to pray that “the Blessed Virgin will 
bring all her children together in one 
fold under the Holy See.” Common de- 
votion to the Blessed Virgin, he pre- 
dicted, will eventually bring about re- 
union of the Orthodox Churches of the 
East with the Church of Rome. 


“The forefathers of today’s Catholics 
and of today’s schismatics were all one 
body together,’ Bishop Ivancho as- 
serted. “The differences have all been 
man-made. We must consider not so 
much the differences which divide us, 
but stress that which unites us.” 


Much as we regret to say so, the 
optimistic words spoken by the latter 
Roman prelate have little hope of be- 
ing realized. On the contrary, the con- 
tinued emphasis which the Church of 
Rome is placing on Mariolatry, in- 
stead of healing the divisions in the 
Body of Christ, is only making them 
greater and deeper. 


This was emphasized nearly four 
years ago by Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Pri- 
mate of the Church of England, when 
he declared that the Pope’s decision to 
make the bodily assumption of the 
Virgin Mary a dogma of the Roman 
Church tended only to increase the 
division among Christians. 

“It is deeply to be deplored,” said 
the Anglican Primate, “that at this 
time the Church of Rome should be 
making co-operation with them more 
and more difficult by their own self- 
chosen action.” 


Even more outspoken has been the 
recent reaction in European Protestant 
circles to the Pope’s proclamation des- 
ignating this year as a “Marian Year.” 
A notable editorial which appeared 
last month in “Evangelisch-Lutheris- 
che Kirchenzeitung,” official organ of 
the United (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany, declared that 
there could be no doubt that the deifi- 
cation of Mary widens the breach be- 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
BEI ODDO DDD DE DDD DDD DD bbb bbb pbibibibt 


tween Roman Catholicism and Evan- 
gelical Christianity. 


“Evangelical Christians,” said the 
church paper, “have a great deal of 
understanding for the characteristics 
of other Churches, but when they teach 
what is so obviously contrary to the 
Scriptures, we cannot but clearly and 
definitely say No.” And it went on to 
say: “However great our readiness to 
further understanding, neither we nor 
Roman Catholics should have any 
doubt but that the emphasis to the 
worship of Mary goes directly against 
the main emphasis of the Reformation 
and the basic truth of the New Testa- 
ment,” 


Even in predominantly Catholic 
France, the organ of French Protes- 
tants, “Le Messaher Evangelique,” 
warned its readers that “during this 
year we shall have to put a great deal 
of emphasis in Bible classes and in re- 
ligious instruction on what the Scrip- 
tures say of the Virgin Mary. 


“We are not entering upon a Year of 
Mary or an Age of Mary,” said the 
Protestant periodical, adding that, al- 
though Protestants honor Mary as the 
mother of the Lord, “it would be very 
regrettable if the ever greater empha- 
sis given to the worship of Mary were 
to put Christians before the alterna- 
tive: Jesus or Mary.” 


It concluded by saying: 


“It happened once before in the his- 
tory of Christianity that all the wor- 
ship and love of men turned to Mary, 
and Christ was left in the background 
as the Judge of the World, but for 
Protestants this year and the coming 
years will remain the years of the 
Lord.” 


All of this should make it quite 
clear that if ever a reunion with 
Rome takes place, it will not come 
about through a surrender of convic- 
tions by evangelical Christians. It is 
Rome that must change. 

—Lutheran Companion. 


Government and Mobs Continue 
To Hit Protestants in Colombia 


Except in the frequency of mob ac- 
tion, there is no sign of abatement in 
the campaign to restrict Protestant ac- 
tivity in Colombia, a U.S. missionary 
leader has reported after a four-day 
visit to the South American country. 
In its latest official action, the Colom- 
bian government has in effect barred 
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non-Roman Catholics from holding re- 
ligious services in their homes, he said. 
In recent outbreaks Protestant church- 
es and chapels have been stoned by 
mobs and services have been broken 
up through action by local priests, po- 
lice and civic officials. 

The report was made by Dr. W. Stan- 
ley Rycroft, who is chairman of the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin A- 
merica of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Summing up his findings, he 
said the regime of President Rojas 
Pinilla, which came to power in Col- 
ombia last June, has gone further than 
previous regimes in imposing prohibi- 
tions against worship in private homes. 
As things stand now, he said, the 
government has forbidden Colombian 
Protestants to: 

1. Make any public manifestation of 
their faith outside churches. 

2. Educate their children in their 
own schools in “mission territories”— 
three-fourths of the nation’s area. 

3. Engage in any activities which 
might attract others to their faith. 

The ban on services in homes has 
been imposed, Dr. Rycroft states, “in 
spite of the fact that during the past 
six years 44 Protestant churches have 
been destroyed . .. and 15 others have 
been ordered closed.” The ban came 
last Jan. 28, he recalled, only five days 
after the National Council of Churches 
issued an open letter condemning pre- 
vious Colombian restrictions on Prot- 
estant activity as contravening “the 
principles of religious liberty main- 
tained by governments outside the ter- 
ritories under Communist rule.” 


See Protestant 
Failure in City 


A number of otherwise unrelated 
events here in recent weeks have serv- 
ed to underline Protestantism’s unmet 
challenge in ministering to the “inner 
city.’ Giving the Alden-Tuthill lec- 
tures (on “Assignment for Protestant- 
ism”) during Ministers’ Week at Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary, Walker M. 
Alderton of the University of Chicago 
federated theological faculty presented 
a historical survey of the relation of 
the Protestant movement to the life 
of the community. The lectures sery- 
ed to highlight the tragic implications 
of the Protestant retreat from the city. 
Another indication of aheightened con- 
cern for this problem was seen in the 
opening lecture of Ministers’ Week. 
Julian Levi, director of the Chicago 
Southeast Commission, discussed the 
work of his organization in trying to 
halt community deterioration. Then, 
at a dinner in his honor following his 
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installation as eighth bishop of the: 


Protestant Episcopal diocese of Chica- 
go, Charles Francis Burrill promised 
personal commitment and action in 
the task of rehabilitating city parishes. 
“Many of our churches stand empty 
because of flight from the city,” he 
said. “It’s time we stopped retreating. 
As bishop I shall make every effort to 
turn the tide.”—Christian Century. 


Notes 1953 Gains by 
American Negroes 

H. H. Dunn, area superintendent of 
the Negro Congregational churches in 
Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma, re- 
cently revealed progress of the Amer- 
ican Negro during 1953. Addressing the 
annual meeting of the Louisiana edu- 
cation association at Monroe, he said: 
“The Negro in America, despite seem- 
ingly insurmountable handicaps, has 
been able to make notable progress 
along social, economic and religious 
lines.” Citing gains in the fields of in- 
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Generally speaking, any domestic 
misunderstanding that starts insignifi- 
cantly from some small act of selfish 
individualism and that may soon as- 
sume large proportions, can be avert- 
ed if the partners in marriage remem- 
ber that they are Christians. Petty 
grievances, harsh words spoken in a 
flare of temper, thoughtless accusa- 
tions, unreasonable demands, are usual- 
ly the external signs of our sinful na- 
tures. If we could understand that no 
two people are exactly alike, that they 
do not always want to do the same 
things at the same time, that they do 
not always share the same opinions 
and ideas, I believe that many of the 
quarrels that are found in many homes 
could be avoided. We must learn to 
forgive even as Christ is ready to for- 
give us our many transgressions. 

Some unknown author has written 
a number of very practical suggestions 
entitled Marriage Wisdom. I would 
like to read them to you, for I believe 
that if they were memorized by all 
married people, they would go a long 
way to foster a truly happy and har- 
monious family life. 

1, Don’t ever both get angry at the 

same time. 
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surance and banking, he went on, 
elaborate progress in the field of e 
cation. Southern University at Ba 
Rouge is the nation’s largest hig 
school for Negroes, with an enrol 
of 3,800. Xavier University, a Cath« 


foreign countries. 
of the Ford Foundation for the 4 
vancement of Education, six Dill¢ 
graduates are now enrolled in q 
graduate school of Harvard Universi 
Supported by the Methodist and Cé 
gregational Christian communions, I 
lard has an interracial faculty, inely 
ing a Puerto Rican, an Austrian, 
German and a Chinese. Concern 
admission of students, its char 
reads: “There shall be no discrimi 
tion as to race, color, sex or religi 
belief.”—Christian Century. 


2. Never talk at one another, eith 
alone or in company. i] 
3. Never speak loudly to one 
other, unless the house is on fi 


i] 


4. Never find fault unless it is pi 
fectly certain that a fault 
been committed, and always sp 
lovingly. 

5. Never taunt with a mistake. 


6. Never make a remark at the e 
pense of each other .. . it is 
meanness. 

7. Never part for a day without lo 
ing words to think of during a 
sence. 

8. Never meet without loving we 
come. Bs 

9. Never let the sun go down upc 
any anger or grievance. E 

10. Never let any fault you hay 
committed go by, until you hay 
frankly confessed it and aske 
forgiveness. 

11. Never forget the happy hours 
early love. 


12. Never sigh over what might ha 
been, but make the best of wh 
is, : 

—American Luthers 
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the four preceding articles de- 
ing the general features of the 
bsed blueprint for merger, as 
have appeared in shadow form, 
gave looked at, figuratively, the 
the books under the arm, and 
pulging pockets. In this final 
we propose to check the fit of 
boat, and that should enable us 
ew in a general way quite a 
+ of details. 

in our preceding articles, 
does not permit a restatement 
pesent functions. We shall con- 
chiefly those new features 
, if and when the merger 
, ALC members will have to 
to live with. 


A Lesson in Vocabulary 
suncils, Commissions, Divisions, 
rrtments, Boards, Committees, 
hliaries. 

Inse are the words we'll have to 
to use. Let’s define and ex- 
them as best we can. 


runcils: Article II explained the 
tion of the two Councils — 
-ch Council and Joint Council. 
are of the top rank and pro- 
an over-all direction and super- 


missions: These are smaller 
rps that function under the 
ch Council in specifically as- 
ied areas. One is the Commis- 
on Evangelism. There are five 
ibers, chosen by the Church 
acil. Three are members of the 
acil, and two are parish pastors. 
Commission will “establish the 
‘ral policies of evangelism” and 
propose to the Church Council 
ons for the directorship of evan- 
1m and the evangelists. Evan- 
“m, as the blueprint defines it, 
‘e preservation of present mem- 
hip and the outreach for new 
abers. In the ALC the evan- 
‘m program is under the Board 
american Missions. 
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ast in a series of articles that take a look at 
| Shadow of the Church to Come’ 


... by George S. Schultz 


The second commission is that on 
Research and Social Action. Most 
of this function has been performed 
in the ALC by the Board for Chris- 
tian Social Action, which also su- 
pervises the welfare work. ‘This 
commission will have seven mem- 
bers: three from the Church Coun- 
cil and at least one from the the- 
ological seminary faculties. It will 
have a full-time executive elected 
by the Church Council. Its duties 
will be to “throw the searchlight of 
the gospel on the pressing problems 
of the day,” to lead, direct, and chal- 
lenge the members of the Church 
to a demonstration of their faith, to 
assist the boards and agencies in 
“making their programs pertinent 
to changing attitudes of society,” 
and to “give expression to Christian 
views concerning the pressing social 
problems and general welfare of 
mankind.” 

In these two commissions ALC 
people need not look for a new set 
of blueprints — just a new cubby- 
hole in which to file the slightly a- 
mended copies. 

Divisions: These are the major 
areas into which the work of the 
Church is divided. There are six: 
American Missions, World Missions 
(there’s a new term to be memor- 
ized), Education, Charities (a term 
ALC people must re-learn, having 
abandoned it only a few years ago 
when it was apparent that much of 
the “welfare” work was on a pay- 
ing basis and hardly a “charity” 
anymore), Publication, and Pen- 
sions. 

Mexico to U.S. or Texas to Mexico? 

Since the work of the divisions is 
defined in very brief generalities, 
few differences from ALC present 
practice are evident. In American 
Missions we may face a change of 
attitude toward the use of credit 
(discussed in Article IV) and Mexi- 
can Missions. The blueprint pro- 
poses that a special committee be 
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set up to determine whether Mexi- 
can Missions is “American” or ‘“For- 
eign.” The complication arises in 
that half of the ALC’s Mexican 
work is done in Mexico and half in 
Texas. This is no problem for the 
ALC which assigns all of the West- 
ern Hemisphere to American Mis- 
sions and the Eastern Hemisphere 
to Foreign Missions. The other 
three bodies regard only the USS. 
and Canada as American Missions 
and the rest of the world as Foreign 
Missions. Not wanting to split the 
Mexican Mission work between two 
boards, it will become someone’s un- 
pleasant task of deciding whether 
Mexico should be annexed to the 
U.S. or Texas should be declared a 
foreign country (!). 

The Division of Education in- 
cludes what in the ALC is covered 
by Higher Education and Parish 
Education. The significance of the 
combination of these two functions 
is hardly more than budgetary plan- 
ning as will be seen later. 

The Division of Charities will lim- 
it its function, unlike the Board for 
Christian Social Action in the ALC, 
to the operation of Church-owned 
and guidance of Church-related 
health and welfare agencies and in- 
stitutions and will direct them to 
“sound Christian and professional 
standards of social, health, and wel- 
fare service.” 

Under the Division of Publication 
the only hint the blueprint gives to 
the problem of the publishing hous- 
es of the several church bodies is 
found in the statement that the ex- 
ecutive secretary of the division 
“shall be the general manager of 
the institutions (note the plural) of 
the division.” The blueprint calls 
for “one church paper designated 
as the official organ.” 

Present Pension Credits Inviolable 

Serious problems must yet be 
solved in the Division of Pensions. 
The ELC’s pension plan is closely 
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tied to the Lutheran Brotherhood 
Insurance Company and consists 
largely of the purchase of annuities 
through that company. The ALC 
supervises, administers, and invests 
its own pension funds without de- 
pendence upon (and obviously with- 
out commissions paid to) an out- 
side firm. Discrepancies between 
minimum pension provisions of the 
several bodies constitute a further 
complication. The blueprint gives 
this assurance: The Division will 
“fulfill the contracts and commit- 
ments to pastors and laity who were 
members of the pension plans of the 
several church bodies prior to mer- 
ger,’ and will “continue the [pres- 
ent] plan in operation until a new 
pension plan becomes operative.” 
Conceivably, that new plan may not 
be agreed upon until the new 
Church comes into being. ALC pas- 
tors can be assured commitments 
made to them prior to the merger 
will not be repudiated, and credits 
earned by them up to the merger 
will not be lost, though what con- 
tinuing provisions will be made can- 
not be ascertained now. The blue- 
print does provide for a continua- 
tion of the Good Samaritan Fund 
but abandons the Aid Fund, both 
well known in ALC circles. 


Departments: These are divisions 
of Divisions, a splitting of the total 
work assigned to a division. This oc- 
curs only under the Division of Edu- 
cation which has a Department of 
Higher Education (including higher 
and secondary education, described 
in Article III of this series) and a 
Department of Parish Education. 
Only significant change from ALC 
procedure is a closer definition of 
responsibility in relation to the Di- 
vision of Publication. The Depart- 
ment of Parish Education will plan 
the teaching material and nominate 
the editors. The election and the 
compensation of editors of teaching 
materials will be the responsibility 
of the Division of Publication as 
will also be the responsibility for 
publication of the material. Accept- 
ance of teaching material for pub- 
lication shall be the joint responsi- 
bility of the two. 


The term “Department” is also 
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used under the auxiliaries of the 
Church, but we shall consider that 
later. 


Board Virtually Autonomous 
Boards: Each Division (except 
education) has a division board. In 
education there are two department 
boards. Division and department 
boards have nine members elected 
by the Church (except auxiliary. 
boards) and have the same status 
before the Church. As in the ALC, 
board members are elected for terms 
of six years, but, unlike the ALC, 
they may succeed themselves only 
once. The boards are virtually au- 
tonomous over a) the funds appro- 
priated by the Church (the Board 
of Trustees’ responsibility for “man- 
agement and control of the business 
affairs of the Church” does not in- 
clude and specifically excepts “such 
matters as are specifically assigned 
to the various Divisions of the 
Church body”; the Board of Trus- 
tees may “periodically review” the 
financial operation of the boards, 
but it can do nothing about what it 
finds except report it to the Church 
r “see to it that the budget will be 
balanced by the end of each fiscal 
year”); b) the number of executive 
clerical persons it wishes to hire 
and their remuneration (a Person- 
nel Committee of the Joint Council 
shall “make recommendations” con- 
cerning equitable salaries and work- 
ing conditions, but “the final de- 
cision regarding remuneration shall, 
however, be made by the particular 
board which is responsible for the 
program and work to be done.” In 
the ALC a Personnel Committee has 
final authority to determine salary 
ceilings for employees in the Church 
offices and the publishing house, 
and. the respective boards determine 
the salary within that ceiling limit); 
c) the policies by which the “legis- 
lation” of the Church will be: car- 
ried out. 


Committees: This terminology is 
applied on the district level. It is 
proposed that every division or de- 
partment shall have a district com- 
mittee so that the entire scope of 
the Church’s work can be reviewed 
annually at district conventions and 
promoted throughout the year. The 
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blueprint calls for the following 
trict committees: Executive (dis 
president) other officers, two 


trict); Evangelism; Stewardship 
merican Missions; World Missi 
Charities, Research, and Social | 
tion (note one committee to c( 
the three functions); Parish Ed! 
tion; Higher Education; and Yo} 
Each district committee, ex! 


gard for equalizing lay and cle 
representation.” To provide 
quate lay oe for the many Pro 


District committee members 
elected for three years and may 
ceed themselves only once. 


Three Auxiliaries Proposed | 


Auziliaries: Under auxiliaries 
departments are set forth—Dep; 
ment of Youth Activities, Dep 
ment of Women’s Activities, 
partment of Men’s Activities. 

Under the Department of Yo 
Activities there is a Board of Yo 
Activities of nine members, eled 
by the Church and having the se 
status as a division or departn 
board. The Luther League, wh 
is the only youth auxiliary nan 
in the blueprint, elects its o 
board from its own members 
and these two boards work side 
side. (The blueprint provides 4] 
“other auxiliaries may be added | 
the church body upon recomment 
tion of the Council of Auxiliary / 
tivities.”) The Youth Board det 
mines general policies. The Lutk 
League may recommend new are 
of work and new projects; t 
Youth Board proposes and sup 
vises the program, the Leag 
Board administers it; the Leag 
Board nominates for the position 
executive secretary, the Youth Boe 
elects. The executive secrete 
serves both boards and is the fo 
point of coordination. This is { 
present ALC structure. 

The departments of women’s | 
tivities and men’s work have 
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fuch has been said concerning 
work of lay visitation, yet we 
that there is much that needs 
to be said to encourage our 
urch to begin this program. It 
ot with the idea in mind that we 
experts in the field, but it is 
ely the sharing of some basic 
ciples which have come under 
observation and which have 
ved to be a blessing. 

uet us, therefore, study together 
w of the main points of the suc- 
sful lay visitation program. 


——— 


= 


. Its Importance 


“he churches that are making 
gress and moving forward have 
tun to realize that lay visitation 
che sleeping giant of the church. 
* generations men had lived with- 
the sound of the roar of the Ni- 
ra Falls without realizing the po- 
tial power that was waiting to 
harnessed by man; energy suffi- 
t to produce heat, light, and 
er for every home for hundreds 
iles around. 
hrist realized the value of the 
-sonal contact. He sent His dis- 
bles out two by two. He com- 
unded them to go from door to 
r, into the highways and the by- 
nys to witness to the power of the 
»spel. Everyone was to be person- 
touched by the followers of the 
aster. His last command was “‘to 
» and to witness “to all men.” 
Visitation opens doors that other- 
sse would be untouched. The lay- 
an will be able to get into homes 
nere the pastor is unable, both be- 
use of the want of time, and be- 
use many of the homes are reti- 
nt to welcome the minister but 
5uld welcome the interested lay- 
an. It provides access not only in- 
the home but into many hearts 
4t are burdened and perplexed by 
= problems of daily living. 
It is the key to a continuous 
owth in the Sunday school and 
urch program. With few excep- 
ms all the great growing move- 
ants carry on an active person-to- 
rson contact program. 
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By John E. Tuckey 


II. Its Benefits 


To the person who has not had 
the experience in, nor observed a 
program of this nature, the question 
of its benefits could easily arise. We 
shall observe its fruition in relation 
to all groups concerned. 


The first is the benefit upon those 
who do the calling. It has been said, 
“Little does one half of the world 
know how the other half lives.” Vis- 
itation opens the eyes of the Church 
to the needs of the whitened harvest 
field. 

Those who have been sheltered in 
the warmth of Christian homes have 
never known life as it is lived by 
many outside the Church. It opens 
the eyes of the workers as to the 
nature of the homes from which 
their Sunday school boys and girls 
come, and to the sin, sorrow, and 
suffering that are endured within 
the place that they call home. 

The true Christian cannot live in 
touch with Christ and view the 
needs of the lost without there be- 
ing kindled within him a passion for 
their lostness, and the Church with 
a passion is the Church with power 
and a Church that will progress. 

The second is the benefit to the 
Church. When Israel had ceased in 
their conquest of Canaan and settled 
down, strife, war, and turmoil were 
prevalent in their midst. Many a 
Church problem can be solved by 
the focusing of their attention from 
themselves to an active, progressive, 
promotional program. 

No Church can carry on a well 
directed visitation program without 
there being a growth numerically 
and spiritually. Personal contacts 
made in the Spirit cannot help but 
increase church and Sunday school 
attendance, and this means increased 
talents, finances, and workers. This 
then lays the responsibility upon the 
church for their spiritual help and 
hence, drives them to their knees 
in a dynamic of spiritual conquest. 

Third is the benefit to the com- 
munity. While the callers are bene- 
fited and the church reaps a reward, 


The Successful Lay Visitation Program 


the community likewise reaps the 
fruition of the visitation program. 
When the sleeping church awakens 
from its lethargy and becomes ac- 
tively engaged in visitation, imme- 
diately interest is stimulated in the 
community, and they are forced to 
believe that the church does have a 
concern. 


Likewise, when the lay visitation 
teams knock periodically at the 
doors of the unchurched, they begin 
to feel that, after all, they are want- 
ed; and within all men is the feeling 
that they want to be wanted. 

The first responsibility for the 
community rests upon the church. 
When the church aggressively car- 
ries on a God directed program 
through which they knock at every 
door in the community to bring the 
news of the Gospel and extend an 
invitation to the church, it then 
shifts the responsibility from the 
church to the community itself. 
Light has come, and it is their re- 
sponsibility to walk in that light. 


III. Its Dangers 

There are several things that we 
need to keep in mind as we think of 
the lay visitation program, for there 
is a possibility of our overlooking 
some of the dangers that lie before 
us. Every promotional program car- 
ries its own warning signals. 

This is not a panacea for all ills. 
While it will solve many problems, 
let the church remember that it is 
not a cure-all and some problems 
that were existent before the cam- 
paign may become magnified, while 
many problems that were existent 
will be removed or solved. 

With an influx of new people un- 
churched and not indoctrinated in 
the policies and practices of the lo- 
cal church, it brings a threat to the 
present standards in both policy and 
polity. Therefore, unless the local 
church carries on a strong, dynamic 
spiritual program, this influx may 
tend to snow under the spiritual 
aspect and turn the tide toward a 
social, formal program. This danger 
cannot be too loudly proclaimed. 
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Then we must not allow ourselves 
to think that the lay visitation pro- 
gram takes the place of pastoral 
visitation. The calling pastor is an 
incentive to the lay visitation work. 
Some programs have failed because 
the laity felt that they were doing 
the calling for the pastor, and that 
he sat by while they did the work 
they felt he was being paid to do. 

The wise pastor is he who care- 
fully and prayerfully follows up on 
the calls recommended by the visi- 
tation group. It is a great inspiration 
to the lay visitors when receiving 
their assignments, if they learn that 
the pastor during the past week has 
called on the new prospects they had 
found the week before. 


IV. The Three Types 


For the sake of brevity we shall 
enumerate only three types of lay 
visitation, the first being that of the 
common survey or canvass. This is 
a systematic, carefully planned com- 
munity survey with which we shall 
not now deal. 

The second is the church follow- 
up method. This is the work of fol- 
lowing up leads that may come to 
us from anyone of a number of 
sources, namely: the visitors that 
visit the Sunday school or the 
church services, the names of whom 
should always be secured both in 
the Sunday school classroom and at 
the door of the church sanctuary; 
the relatives of those who regularly 
attend our services; the families that 
are served by the pastor in wed- 
dings, funerals, and consultations; 
the members and friends of the 
various church groups including 
the Women’s Missionary Societies; 
men’s groups, youth groups, and 
children’s work; the names that are 
submitted by the members or friends 
of the church; the parents of the 
cradle roll members; and the par- 
ents of the children who attend our 
Sunday school. 

The greatest follow-up for visita- 
tion is the absentees from our regu- 
lar Sunday school and church serv- 
ices. Many of the lost scholars can 
and will be found only through the 
concerted efforts of an intensified 
visitation program. 

The third is the new families. New 
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families moving into any city or 
community serve as a great chal- 
lenge to the church. These new fam- 
ilies may be brought to our atten- 
tion by any number of different 
ways. 

There are the migrants who move 
from one of our church communities 
to another community. The wise 
pastor, rather than let these fam- 
ilies be lost to the Church, will com- 
municate with the pastor in the 
community where they have moved, 
giving them full information that 
they might save them to the Church. 

There are the incoming families 
with whom we have no connection. 
These may be found through any of 
several different agencies: the Credit 
Bureau, the Welcome Wagon Asso- 
ciation, the utilities companies, com- 
munity surveys, and by general ob- 
servation on the part of both pastor 
and people. Every new family should 
be contacted and given a warm wel- 
come to the church. 


V. Its Promotion 


Many a visitation program has 
failed because it has not been prop- 
erly directed. A few suggestions are 
offered that may help the inexperi- 
enced in the setting up of a program 
that should produce dividends. 

The first and most important is to 
have a director who knows his busi- 
ness, has the work at heart, and who 
is willing to sacrifice to achieve the 
goal. It is unwise to appoint any- 
one to this all important position 
until he has proven his ability. 

The second important factor is to 
publicize and promote the activities 
of the program. We are all so con- 
stituted that we like to feel that our 
work has, and is, producing divi- 
dends. It is wise to occasionally 
focus the attention of the church on 
the importance of and the success 
of the lay visitation work, and to as- 
sure participants of our appreciation 
of their work. 

The third is the ready list of pros- 
pects. There should be an ample 
supply ready when the teams gath- 
er. They should be so arranged 
that, when the callers are sent forth, 
their prospects are well located ge- 
ographically. This will save much 
lost time and wasted effort. 
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The fourth is the selection of 1 
callers. They should be teamed | 
gether so that each team has a le: 
er who can assume the responsib: 
ty. The wise director will carefu 
study the list of prospects and ca 
ers, and then make assignments tk 
will be the most effective. It is wi 
where possible to send business m 
to call on business men, farmers 
call on farmers, etc. 

The fifth is the type of calle 
There are those who will be efficie 
in calling on the new families; tho 
who will be efficient for follow-1 
and absentee work; and those wl 
can successfully contact youth. Tl 
director knowing where each call 
can best serve, will make the a 
signments that will produce I 
greatest dividends. 

The sixth is the order of the ev 
ning. The best hours for visitatic 
will vary within the communit 
With the city church it seems mo 
profitable for the participants 
meet as early in the evening as po 
sible, perhaps 7:00. 

A few pointed words of directix 
and instruction, pointing out ther 
sults of previous contacts, and 
season spent in earnest prayer th 
God will prosper their activitie 
will lay upon the minds of tho: 
who take part the challenge of the 
assignments. The carefully selecte 
list of cards will then be presente 
to the teams in readiness for tt 
evening. 

In keeping with the Master’s e3 
ample, they will be sent out in tean 
of two. They should be instructe 
never to debate or argue, but 1 
state their mission and be on the 
way. Each team should carry wit 
them suitable materials to leave j 
the home. It should include a goo 
Gospel tract and literature with +h 
local church program, 

There will be times when the cal 
ers will leave their personal test 
mony and will be privileged to d 
personal evangelism. There will 
occasions they may profitably offe 
prayer in the home before leavin 
circumstances will direct in this. 

It is well to have an appointe 
hour when the callers meet back 
the church to report on the succe: 

(Continued on page 15) 
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BE SILENT UNTO HIM 


s then labour for an inward still- 
ness, 

inward stillness and an inward 
|healing; 

perfect silence where the lips and 
heart 

\ still, and we no longer entertain 
‘own imperfect thoughts and vain 
opinions 

God alone speaks in us, and we 
fingleness of heart, that we may 
know 

“Will, and in the silence of our 
spirit, 

' we may do His Will and do that 
only. 


—Longfellow. 


OHN WESLEY ON DRESS 


ue wearing of gay or costly ap- 
naturally tends to breed and to 
ase vanity. By vanity I here mean 
ove and desire of being admired 
praised. . . . You know in your 
t it is with a view of being ad- 
‘d that you thus adorn yourself, 
you realize that you would not be 
te pains were none to see you but 
and His holy angels. 


w the more you indulge this fool- 
esire the more it grows upon you. 
_ have vanity enough by nature; 
by thus indulging it you increase 
hundredfold. Aim at pleasing God 
e, and all these ornaments will 
P off. 
e wearing of gay and costly ap- 
1 naturally tends to beget anger 
every turbulent and uneasy pas- 
f and it is on.-this very account 
the apostle places this outward 
rning in direct opposition to the 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit. 
ww remarkably does he add, “which 
m the sight of God of great price.” 
fay and costly apparel directly tends 
create and influence lust. 
—Selected. 


"HE EIGHT DEADLY SINS OF 
THE MODERN WORLD 


Pleasure without conscience. 
Cleverness without character. 
Science without humanity. 
Wealth without work. 
Industry without morality. 
Politics without principles. 
Religion without reality. 
Government without God. 

—E. D. Jarvis. 
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PERSONAL EVANGELISM 

Prayer must precede service. The 
personal evangelist must learn to pre- 
vail with God in the secret place if he 
is to prevail with men for God. When 
in personal contact try not to be strain- 
ed or nervous. Cultivate an easy geni- 
ality. Give yourself time to understand 
the need of the one you contact. 

Some inexperienced workers fail be- 
cause the contact has been forced in 
the first place, and large doses of God’s 
remedy for sin have been administered 
indiscriminately before the malady 
has been diagnosed. By social means 
(remembering that it is best to keep 
to one’s own sex) cultivate acquaint- 
ance and speak straight to the need 
when it is discovered. Many workers 
have been helped by this suggestion: 
“Give your Testimony along the line 
of the need of the one you contact.” 

Suppose you meet a man who is dis- 
appointed with life, ‘fed up,’ as they 
say. Money, pleasure, popularity, suc- 
cess, adventure, have been found, after 
all, to be burst bubbles. The worker 
can say, “I used to ‘be just like that 
until...” Then he can explain what 
Christ meant to him along this line. 

Next, produce God’s Word. Show, 
for instance, how the world dissatis- 
fies, from “What shall it profit aman 

.? (Mark 8:36). Then show how 
Civic: can satisfy from, say, John 4: 
13,14. Be ready to deal with those who 
‘ever did any harm’ (but never did 
any good!) and the ‘doing my best’ 
type, who never reach it. Prepare to 
meet the backslider, the procrastinator, 
the excuser, the sceptical and the ‘the- 
ological’ type whose ideas of God are 
not as revealed in the Scriptures.—A. 
W. Grimsey in The Christian. 


THE PREACHER’S WIFE 
There is one person in your church 
Who knows your preacher’s life; 

Who wept and smiled and prayed with 
him, 
And that’s your preacher’s wife. 


The crowd has seen him in his strength, 
When wielding God’s sharp sword, 
‘As underneath God’s banner folds 

He faced the devil’s horde. 


But deep within her heart she knows 
That scarce an hour before, 

She helped him pray the glory down 
Behind the closet door. 


She’s heard him groaning in his soul, 
When bitter raged the strife, 


Et 


FVAIDALA ADA AAAI SISA ISSA IS IAS SASSI S IIIS IC SRA LARA Sa ceria 


BY THER FIRESIDE 
SESIEOIDID DDD ODODE DDD DDE PPD EEE bHbibiptt 


As, hand in his, she knelt with him— 
For she’s the preacher’s wife! 


You tell your tales of prophets brave 
Who marched across the world 

And changed the course of history 
By burning words they hurled. 


And I will tell you how, back of each, 
Some woman lived her life, 
Who wept with him and smiled with 
him, 
She was the preacher’s wife. 
—Civie Bulletin. 


HOW TO START A NEW RELIGION 


It is related of Talleyrand, the ex- 
bishop who became Napoleon’s For- 
eign Minister, that one of his colleagues 
once put before him a scheme for a 
new religion. Talleyrand listened re- 
spectfully as the plan was set forth. 
Then he said, “There is only one thing 
needed to make your réligion a suc- 
cess. I recommend you to get yourself 
crucified and to rise again the third 
day.” 


Speaking at a dinner, Canon A. S. 
Reeve said that after-dinner speakers 
often strayed away from the subject 
of their toast. He told of a farmers’ 
dinner at which one speaker began by 
saying: “It is my duty and privilege 
to propose the guests, and I take the 
opportunity of saying a few words 
about the feeding of pigs.” 


SHOW ME THY HANDS 


“Lord, when I am weary with toiling, 
And burdensome seem Thy com- 
mands, 
If my load should lead to complaining, 
Lord, show me Thy hands— 
Thy nail-pierced Hands, 
cross-torn Hands, 
My Savior, show me Thy Hands. 


Thy 


Christ, if ever my footsteps should 
falter, 
And I be prepared for retreat, 
If desert or thorn cause lamenting, 
Lord show me Thy feet— 
Thy bleeding Feet, 
scarred Feet— 
My Jesus, show me Thy Feet. 


Thy nail- 


O ‘God, dare I show Thee 
MY hands and MY feet.” 


Brenton Thoburn Badley. 
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COULD YOU NOT WATCH ONE HOUR? 


By Lloyd Lorensen 


Jesus had gone off a ways in the Garden of Geth- 
semane to pray. He had left His three favorite dis- 
ciples behind Him. When Jesus left Peter, James and 
John, He gave them a command to wait there for Him, 
and also to watch or keep awake. 


Jesus was having a terrible struggle with Himself. He 
was struggling with the problem of whether His will or 
God’s will should be done. In such a time of struggle 
He wanted His disciples to be wide awake to the strug- 
gle. He wanted the comfort of knowing they were near 
by. But when He returned He found them sound asleep. 
What a sad and lonely feeling it must have been to find 
out that His closest followers could not even stay awake 
for one hour. 


This question is directed to you, the youth of the 
church. Can you watch for Christ one hour, or are you 
too sleepy to be of any help to Him? 

Jesus died on the cross that your sins might be for- 
given and that you might live a life of joy and happi- 
ness. He died that you might know the joy of having a 
merciful Saviour who was willing to give up His life 
that you might live. 


But are you living a life of joy? Or are you living a 
life that is merely for pleasure? This is a very impor- 
tant period in your lives. Right now you are making 
decisions which will change your whole life. But as you 
make these decisions are you spending any time in 
prayer to God asking Him to help you make the right 
choice? Jesus who was the perfect man as well as being 
God needed to go to God and receive strength and coun- 
sel. Are you stronger than Jesus? Your life must be 


RSV BIBLE SALES 
(Continued from page 3) 


prerogative of a specially trained class of people. We 
want all to understand it, not just those who understand 
old English literature.” 


Commenting on the new translations being made by 
the churches of Great Britain, the official revision of 
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Homer Larsen, Edite 


filled with true joy. It must be a joy centered in Jes 
Christ, your crucified and risen Lord. Earthly pleasv 


time sleeping as the disciples did. 
You, the youth of the church of today, are the leg 
ers of the church of tomorrow. The time is coming whl 
you will be the ones who are leading the church. 
Are you training yourselves for this task? Or ¢ 
you sleeping? The church in the future needs you, aj 
so does your church today. It needs young people wi 
are wide awake to the needs of their church. It nee 
young men and women who are interested in workil 
for its extension. It needs young people who are inté 
ested in its meetings and activities. Do you attend yo} 
League as often as you should? Do you attend yo) 
worship service? Are you interested in your church 
work in all of its different phases? 
Or, are you asleep in an hour of need as Peter, Ja 
and John were? The church needs you now. Why 
try to spend one hour a day during this Lenten seas¢ 
reading and meditating upon God’s word. Spend tk 
hour in prayerful study. When you think of the gre 
amount of pain and agony Jesus suffered for you, is 
too much to ask that you spend one hour in devotid 
to God a day? | 
“Thy life was given for me, 
Thy blood, O Lord, was shed, | 
That I might ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead, 
Thy life was given for me, 
What have I given for Thee?” 


Luther’s German Bible, the revisions being made by th 
Roman Catholic Church, and the revised translations re 
cently issued in France and Switzerland, Dr. Weig 
stated that the reason for this world-wide activity | 
Bible revision is that “we now possess many mo) 
ancient manuscripts in the original language and thi 


have a more accurate knowledge of what the origin 
text of the Scripture was.” 


FIT OF THE COAT 
(Continued from page 8) 


ture unlike that of the youth 
ity but identical with each oth- 
The auxiliary for women’s ac- 
ies is the Women’s Missionary 
eration, and the auxiliary for 
s work is the Brotherhood. 
se two auxiliaries elect their 
boards of nine members each 
their respective memberships. 
names of those elected to board 
mbership are referred to the 
farch which, in ratifying the elec- 
ji, makes them official boards of 
Church. This gives these auxi- 
Hes the right of independent ac- 
i yet official Church status. These 
rrds will, of course, make regular 
ports to the Church as do all oth- 
lboards. These auxiliaries will 
t their own officers and deter- 
ae their own programs, and their 
rrds will elect their respective 
‘cutive secretaries. 

wo significant changes from pres- 
ALC practice thus occur: 1) the 
fication of board election by the 
rch to give the board official 
ftus; 2) since the boards thus be- 
e official Church boards, and 
fir respective executive  secre- 
ies have official status before the 
rch, the Church will include in 
budget the salary of the execu- 
ke secretary, the cost of the board’s 
erations, and the department staff 
isense as determined by the 
However, any projects a- 
jpted by the auxiliary and the 
sary and the office of persons em- 
oyed to direct and promote those 
ajects must be paid by the auxili- 
yy. 

There is a Council of Auxiliary 
stivities, made up of three persons 
9m each of the three department 
ards and their executive secretar- 
3. The council will not be legisla- 
7e, so it is not conceived as a con- 
51. It will meet only when one of 
e three boards wishes to consult 
ith the others to work out inter- 
lated matters. 

astors Have Complete Blueprints 
Our description in these five ar- 
les could not include every detail 
the blueprint. While these stories 
ay contribute to the development 
your attitude, pro or con, toward 
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the proposed merger, it would be 
unfair to formulate a definite opin- 
ion without examining the complete 
blueprint. Your pastor has two 
copies. 

Against what measurements should 
your attitude toward the new Church 
be formulated? If as American Lu- 
theran Church members we are 
dedicated to the directive of the 
Great Commission as our determi- 
nation to fulfill to the best of our 
ability the will of God, then beauty 
of structure, prestige of size, a com- 
mon front to the world, a very 
doubtful reduction in administrative 
cost, a desire to avoid geographical 
overlapping of churches and work— 
these factors alone—are unworthy 
of being the basis for so great a de- 
cision. If, on the other hand, this 
new Church can provide a stronger 
and wider outreach of the Word of 
God, a more effective preaching and 
teaching ministry; if the work of 
the Church formed by the merger 
of four bodies promises, on the ba- 
sis of the proposed blueprint, to be 
greater than the sum and total of 
the work of the four bodies now 
done individually, that in itself be- 
comes an adequate reason for a 
further favorable attitude. And then 
all these other things shall be added 
unto the new Church. 

—Lutheran Standard. 


WHAT’S THE RUSH? 
(Continued from page 4) 
to take part, but I just couldn’t keep 
up. They went so fast that I soon 
got behind. I stopped and tried to 
get started again, but it certainly 
didn’t mean much to me. Then I 
glanced at an elderly couple who 
sat at the end of the pew in front 
of me, and they were not taking 
part at all. I don’t think they could 
keep up either. A man at the other 
end just shook his head a little as 
if he couldn’t follow either. And in 
front of me there was another new 
family, at least they said that it was 
the first time they were there when 
I spoke to them, and they had two 
children about eleven and thirteen. 
I am sure that they too knew the 
Creed, but they evidently couldn’t 
keep up because they looked up at 
their mother and father with a fun- 
ny expression on their faces. I know 
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that you’ll probably ask me what I 
was doing looking around like that 
during the worship, but I was won- 
dering if it was just me or whether 
others were having the same 
trouble.” 


“I think I know what you mean, 
Mother, because I had an experi- 
ence something like that. Do you 
remember the night that I went 
with Jack and Betty to their church 
for their youth meeting? I liked it 
too except for one thing, and that 
was the way they prayed the Lord’s 
Prayer. I didn’t feel like I had a 
chance to pray it. At least I know 
that I couldn’t think of what I was 
saying because they went so fast 
that I had to concentrate on getting 
the words in order. I haven’t said 
anything about it before because I 
didn’t want to be critical.” 


“I really didn’t mean to find fault 
with this pastor either, but it just 
bothered when they went so fast on 
some things. And I had the same 
trouble with the Lord’s Prayer at 
the close of the service.” 


“But why do they do it?” 


“I don’t know, Jane. Sometimes 
I think that those who are leading 
the various meetings are trying so 
hard to keep them from dragging 
that they just get to going too fast 
and don’t realize that it is hard for 
us to keep up. They haven’t stop- 
ped to think about it. I am sure 
that they would understand if some- 
one would just call their attention 
to it. All of us can become so ac- 
customed to doing something in a 
certain way, that we don’t realize 
how it may seem to others.” 


A teacher was relating to a group 
of young Africans the story of King 
Herod’s promise to give Salome any- 
thing she asked, up to half of his 
kingdom, and how grieved was the 
king when the damsel asked for the 
head of her mother’s enemy, John the 
Baptist. 


“What would you have said to the 
request had you been in the king’s 
place?” the teacher asked. 


Without hesitation came a pupil’s 
answer. 


“I would have said that the Bap- 
tist’s head belonged to the half of the 
kingdom I did not promise.” 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Received Homes 


Total Budget ................c0:008 
Previously acknowledged 


Dike, Ia., Mrs. Geo. H. Christensen for Elim Home, Elk Horn, in mem- 

oryy of suncle- -Jiepne: Rasmussen sere en eee oe eee ate ee ee 
Cordova, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. S. S., Christmas offering .........:..00.. 
Hvan, Minn., members of St. Matthew Luth. Church from a very large 

Eroup of Wiriends ingimenmory of Misi) Karen’ M.blansen e...te ee 
Aurora, Colo., Altura Community Church in memory of August Ahlborn 
Malwanulkee, VWs... kCineo-skabliearO hr chiep ye... so.nt eee netics cee ee 
Laurel, Nebr., Nick Kvols of Gethsemane Luth. Church icceccccccccssssccscssoees 
Flaxton, N. D., in memory of Chris Smith of United Luth. Church ...... 
Wilbore bse Bethanya lithe Sumdary si SCHOO 1m seen ets nnn ne nena 


Blair, Nebr., in memory of Mrs. Fred Flake: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kru-! . 
ger, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gosker, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Flake, Mrs. Ed) . 
Flake, Mrs. Ed Schafersman, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wachter, Mr. ............. 


and Misys ohm Eleinssen, irs: Ella eNie@lsom mmcsnasiesmecceteee aren eect 
Eugene, Ore., Pastor and Mrs. H. A. Svendsen 
\Cihneora,  INBIL, eahneionr Tegan, abeKeblers: INL eae ger noe 
en osha Wilswia Ste ONlacys MeL Chee @ hunch ss ma econo ene ne: 
Oregon, Wis., M. J. Wischhoff of St. John’s Luth. Church 
Jacksonville, Ia., Sunday School of Bethlehem Church ........... 
Moonheadss Jas Bethesda -Sundays ‘School i. ul eee 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Lutheran Church _ ...... cece. 
Penn Yan, N. Y., Morris Jensen of St. Paul’s Luth. Church . 3.5 
abinbhiewonen IMEI) Sites aBlovorapterey) Orbe, Ova Socio ose cece rele cay 
Ringsted, Ia., St. Pauls Luth. Church: $17 in memory of Katrina Jen- 
Sen Pand ppc einememory. Tot  INTColines lan Semen eee cee nie anne 
Burbank, S. D., in memory of Jane Hansen: Albert Scott, Clarence Pe- 
tersen and Layman Swanson each $1 : 
Montreal, Quebec, Can., St. Ansgar Dan. 
Rutland, Ia., Trinity Luth. Ladies A'd in memory of Robert Isackson, 
GNI CALS © mL Maine oe tec ee meee emacs Ue Con ram hee MAN oh es eR MeN At 
Minden, Nebr., Daughters of Bethany in memory of Rosmond’s mother 
Waupaca, Wis., Tr.nity Luth. S. S. for the Oaks Children’s Home ...... 
VAVETONSERCEY,  NNARSES “bran otiente. WEA als, “LOTRbN ACL” semaceeernontaomnichs toed antcoy.cebac lca cock, 
Sidney, Mont., Brorson Luth. Church ............. 
Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Royal, Ia., Mrs. Carrie K. Christensen from a group of friends in 
Men ORywOL mers bushandm © harless la Ohristensen! mens tnln sll 
Juullerounc, eign Sieg eeHvllts)  WirKOl,  NOTNROIN, See sy mo ede conn 
Petaluma, Cailit., hime mathe @hurch) sseesmee. 
Salmonhurst, N. B., Can., Bethany Luth. S. §S. 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dynneson in memory of Mrs. Ak- 
sel Nielsen, D'ckson, Canada, mother of Pastor Ejvind H. Nielsen, 
WLOSUDy:” = samehe Sete, ETT at. eaeey VSeRE Fo ee ee ae 


Chil- 


Total dren’s School General Home 


March 29, 


Pe 


Indian Utah § gj 


Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission 


197567.00| 15600.00/80000.00|24747.00/36643.00|7650.00|1542.00/313 
43|1821.29|23! 


]151359.19]|18045.90/55541.84|16822.02 


SPECIAL MISSIONS Total 


South 


Japan Amer. Santal 
Received Mission Mission Mission 


27382.24 


8209. 


154648.20||18224.71|56993.78|17422.02 27992.24|8229.43/1826.29|239% 


Gen. 


Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. For 
Mission Mission Mission Miss 


PLeViOUSL eA CKMO WICC ed yee ctor eit a Reo ee aetna Cenee Ree reeey aeeem |56774.32 


|14618.13|10849.14 12674.33|11411.20] 760.03 


Elk Horn, Ia., in memory of John Jeppson for the Parki Juli 
Mission Mironl ra) sroupmot aeniendsn es) tse. tee 1 enn 
Elk Horn, Ia., Pastor and Mrs. 


Petaluma, Calif., Hlim Luth. Church cece, 

Olds, Alberta, Can., St. Paul’s Lath. Sunday Sehooles0 ne . 

Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dynneson in memory of 

p lsaace Hansen, of Pella (Church). c.0...00..) cee 

S:dney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dynneson in memory of 
Karl Hundtofte of Pella Church 


TOTAL ]57220.65 


LAUNDRY AND EQUIPMENT AT OAKS, OKLA. 
Previously acknowledged 


—_—- 


Total $418.89 


Wee B60 Sc schodieesdadee ccna $408.89 Previously k Sane ae 
Upsala, Minn., the Women’s Missionary Society... ......0.s..00..., 10.00 Kenosha, Wis, “s” ce 


Mary’s 


Received with thanks. 
Blair, Nebr., 


14667.51]11046.34]/12790.83 


441.54 


5571.95| 44 


11483.45| 760.03 


Luth. Church| 


Total |209167.73 


Mar. 20, 1954. 


SCHOOL DRIVE 
tahhions OE ne sree OS |208967.73 


200.00 


5582.95 44) 


|125894.75|835% 
100.00] 1¢ 
|125494.75|/8367 


H. J. Hansen. Treasur 


ch 29, 1954 


THE SUCCESSFUL LAY 
VISITATION PROGRAM 


(Continued from page 10) 


achievements of the «evening. 
se reports can prove a time of 
t blessing, inspiration, and chal- 
e as the various teams review 
Lvities. Ordinarily 9:00 is the lat- 


that a team should enter a home. 


Seventh is an adequate record 
item. No visitation program is 
mplete without permanent records 
the activities of each week. These 
.ords should list the names of the 
llers, the names of those called on, 
» date of the call, and the results 
pained. 


“he above suggestions are in no 
se complete but merely submit- 
| that those who have not en- 
avored to organize a lay visita- 
1. program might be challenged 
begin with what we have and en- 
ing detailed instructions in set- 
2< up this type of a program. 


fiven though we may be unable to 
Sanize our program as completely 
others, let us feel that it is better 
begin wit what we have and en- 
‘ge and perfect our own organiza- 
n as we go, rather than to sit by 
d do nothing waiting until we 
ve a plan perfected but not tried. 


Remember—not every call will 
n a friend or a family, but if a 
ore of calls resulted in the win- 
ng of one family, we would feel 
at our efforts had been a great 
ieccess, and only eternity will re- 
al the ultimate fruition of our en- 
-AVOLS. 


—Gospel Banner. 


“N 01 T I TCE E 
The 58th Annual Convention of the 
nited Evangelical Lutheran Church 
ill be held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
hurch, Audubon, Iowa, June 15-20, 


54. 

Hans C. Jersild, President. 
LSD OD" 
SE SS 

GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
ISURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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YES, THEY MAY 


A writer in Young People’s Weekly 
says: “Coming out of the Lincoln 
Memorial, on a recent visit to Wash- 
ington, I stood on the steps behind 
one of the guards to enjoy a few 
moments of meditation. I did not 
notice the children for quite a while, 
but suddenly their presence became 
real. Three little youngsters, all of 
preschool age, were solemnly walk- 
ing back and forth on the sidewalk 
fronting the Memorial. No word was 
spoken, but their group action be- 
spoke a common understanding. They 
were immaculately washed, their 
clothes were worn but freshly 
laundered, their demeanor was quiet. 
Of course, the youngest, like younger 
sisters and brothers generally, was 
slightly to the rear, partly walking 
and partly being dragged. Solemnly 
they walked to and fro, stopping 
each time they were directly in front 
of the entrance, to look uncertainly 
at the statue of the Great Emanci- 
pator and the guard who was stand- 
ing near me. 


“Finally they started slowly to as- 
cend the steps, pausing frequently 
to glance furtively in our direction. 
They stopped completely when they 
reached the steps on which we were 
standing. They stood near us for 
some time before speaking to each 
other in a whisper. Then the eldest 
detached herself from the group and 
approached the guard. She waited 
patiently until she got his attention. 
Then she timidly asked, “Can colored 
children go in there?” 
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A minister, while preaching, said 
that every blade of grass was a ser- 
mon. Next day he was mowing his 
lawn when a passing parishioner said: 
“That’s right, Reverend, cut your ser- 
mons short.” 


CONVENTION NOTICE 


Ss 
SSS 


A cordial invitation is extended by 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Au- 
dubon, Iowa, to the Synodical Con- 
vention delegates, pastors and guests 
June 15th to 20th. 


Lodging will be supplied in private 
homes in the vicinity. Advance reser- 
vation is imperative. For those who 
prefer to arrange for commercial ac- 
commodations, we have four motels 
and some tourist rooms. We have no 
hotels. Details and rates will be sent 
upon request. 


Address all reservations and inquiries 
to Mrs. E. V. Magnussen, Circle Drive, 
Audubon, Iowa, giving full details as 
to date of arrival, length of stay, num- 
ber in party, etc. and whether or not 
you will have your own car. 


Transportation will be furnished 
from rail stations at Carroll or Atlan- 
tic upon request. We have bus serv- 
ice from Des Moines and Omaha via 
Davis Bus Lines. 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Earl R. Lang, President. 
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Lincoln 


FORD VAN LINES 


COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


Phone 2727 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 


Information Free. 


All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


The Joyous Easter Season Is Not Far Distant - - - 
Cards and Invitations Should Be Ordered Now 


“SUNSHINE LINE” THE i a ee BLESSID 
By Loice Gouker 
Deriplure Dovel Oelbre Caan 


12 BEAUTIFUL FOLDERS 


Easter is a time of joy and you can make it more 
Joyous for your friends by remembering them with 
lovely “Sunshine Line” Easter cards. Each of these 
twelve folders is designed with but one purpose: to 
honor and to glorify the risen Christ. Four of the beau- 
tifully designed folders are in the large 4%x5% size 
and two have special finishes. 

The friendly Christ-honoring sentiments are accom- 
panied by carefully selected and appropriate Scripture 
texts. 

No. G7354—Easter Price 65 cents 


This little booklet, remarkable f 
its scope within its twenty pages, 
intended for distribution among 1 
newly confirmed. In the form of 
conversation between a boy and h 
father about the life of Albert Schwei 
zer, it covers such vital topics as “T} 
Gift of the Holy Ghost,” “Strengthe1 
ing in Faith,” “Growth in Grace 
“The Prayer of Blessing,” “Patience j 
Suffering,” “The Blessed Hope of Eve: 


s D : : lasting Life.” 
Confirmation Invitation Folders | 
No. 2382—My Confirmation. Beauti- The booklet also includes a praye 
fully designed with selected Bible at Confirmation by Martin Luther, 


text and specially worded invitation 
suitable for the Lutheran Church. 
Both folders 4% x3% inches with 
envelopes. (G-38). 
Price: 55c a doz.; $4.00 a hundred 


No. 2379—To My Dear Sponsor. A 
dainty, gold bordered four page folder. 
The first inside page provides space 
for the date of confirmation, name 
and address of church, and the time 
of service. The next page has several 
verses of poetry dedicated to the spon- 


certificate of Confirmation, and page 
to be written in by the confirmand en 
titled “My Vows,” “My Commitment, 
“My Confirmation Verse,” “My Con 
firmation Hymn,” and a page for auto 
graphs. (U-87) 


40 cents each; $4.40 a dozen 


sor and' an invitation to the sponsor and |. | i h d 
an invitation to the service. Size 4% x A one Wit Go 
3% inches. (G-38). 

No. 2379 5e each; 55¢ per dozen. No. 2382 By C. Skovgaard-Petersen, 


/ Translated by C. C. Kloth 


An edifying essay, ALONE WITH 


GOD is worthwhile reading for youn 
CONFIRMATION GREETING FOLDERS and old alike. The author points ou 


No. 2395—For your Confirmation. Shows design of that the richest life is the one it 


chalice, Bible and flowers in lovely color. which the art of being alone with Gox 
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